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PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION.

BY DR. ROBERT J. MCFALL.*

Druggists have long realized the need for basic and comprehensive information concerning
the various agencies and channels through which merchandise travels from producers to the final’

sale to consumers.

The lack of such knowledge has placed wholesalers and retailers generally at a
great disadvantage in the planning of their business.

Production in both manufacturing and

agriculture has been greatly benefited for many years by the availability of statistical information
concerning production. There seems to be little or no question but that distribution will also
receive enormous benefit as soon as more comprehensive statistical facts are available concerning
marketing.

The average output per workers in production has increased 85 per cent since the beginning
of the century and 34 per cent since the termination of the World War. No comparable figures are
available to show the changes in efficiency in distribution, but the fact that production is taking a
smaller and distribution an increasingly larger share of the consumer’s dollar than before the war
would make it appear that distribution has not increased in efficiency so rapidly as production.

* Chief Statistician for Distribution, United States Bureau of the Census Department of
Commerce.



